22 September 2009

Aspenhof Owners:


This is following up a question one of the cabin owners asked me at our 2009 Labor Day Owners Meeting about fires at Aspenhof.  I am beginning to think that I either did not understand the question or did not listen to all of it.  Either way, I have had several of you ask me about this.


When I hear the words “fire pit,” I think of the Boy Scout method of digging a pit and ringing it with rocks.  Evidently, there is another interpretation and the metal, screened fireplaces from Home Depot and Lowes are also referred to as fire pits.  I have also had questions about free-standing fireplaces.


Clearly, not all fires are prohibited at Aspenhof; otherwise, no one could have a grill, fireplace or wood burning stove.  In brief summary, “open fires” are prohibited without prior Board approval.  Below are excerpts from the Aspenhof Rules and Policies and the Additional Explanation of the Rules and Polices.  Below that is a summary of what fires are allowed and what fires are prohibited. 

Aspenhof Rules and Policies

1) There shall be no open fires at any location in Aspenhof unless specifically authorized by the Board of Trustees.

Rules and Policies, Additional Explanation

1) Fires are devastating as the distant location of the fire department precludes immediate response.  Leaves, fallen tree branches and BBQ grills all present a fire hazard.  We earnestly recommend that all grilling be done on the gravel driveway and not on the deck.  Hot charcoal falling on decks has burned two cabins and surrounding areas.  Fire losses now total 5 cabins; this has an impact on everyone’s insurance rates.


The current position of the Board is that open fires such as bonfires, camp fires (whether or not surrounded by rocks) and the Boy Scout-type fire pit described above are all prohibited.  Fireplaces and wood burning stoves in cabins are allowed, as are charcoal and propane grills outside the cabins, preferably located, as indicated above, on a rock base (driveway), and not on the wooden deck.  Also allowed are: (1) free-standing enclosures with a base, screened sides and a lid available at various outdoor stores; (2) free-standing stone or brick enclosures with a chimney and/or screen cover; and (3) chimeneas with front and chimney screens, all on the theory that the embers and sparks are contained within.  Please remember to clear leaves, limbs and other debris away from these before you light a fire.  Also, please make sure that the fire is mostly burned out before leaving it unattended.


This is really about safety and common sense and preservation of the beauty of Aspenhof.


Hopefully this is a better explanation than the one I gave at the meeting.  Not everyone is on this email list.  Please pass this on to anyone who is not on the list whom you believe should be copied.


See you at Aspenhof,


Benjamin Hulsey, Cabin 79


Chair
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